ILSE EICHNER REINER

llse Eichner Reiner was born in Vsetin, Csechoslovakia. She was the only
child of Charlotte and Max Eichner. Beginning in 1938, llse’s family tried to
immigrate to the US without success. In 1940, her mother was arrested
and taken as a political prisoner to Ravensbruck in Germany, a women’s-
only concentration camp for political prisoners. Her mother was there for 1
1/2 years and became ill with TB and transported to a Jewish hospital in
Prague where she died in 1942. Her father was taken into “protective cus-
tody” by the Gestapo to a prison for 6 weeks, then deported in 1942 to
Poland and perished in Sobibor. llse was an orphan at 10 1/2 years old
and initially a Christian woman in Vsetin looked after her but soon she was
sent to a Jewish orphanage in Prague by the German authorities. After
some time she was deported to Theresienstadt (Terezin) where she was
for 2 years (Oct. 1942 - Oct. 1944) and then transported to Auschwitz/
Birkenau concentration camp. There, she was selected by Dr. Mengele to
be spared and sent to a slave labor camp. While on a death march in
1945, she managed to escape and was liberated by the Russians. After a
long hospitalization, llse returned to Vsetin and was embraced by and
taken in by the Lukas family, who were pre-war friends and had 5 children.
In 1947, she emigrated to the U.S. with the help of her uncle who she
adored and who lived with his wife in New York. In 1950, she married,
Charles Reiner, a former US soldier involved in the Normandy invasion in
France and a liberator of Dachau concentration camp. They were married
for 50 years and had 2 children. lise lives in Sandy Springs and enjoys
painting, writing, and traveling. She wrote a book, “Through the Eyes of a
Child,” which includes excerpts of a diary she kept in Vsetin and was later
found and given to her by the Lukases. llse was presented with the 2015
Gratias Agit award this past summer by the Czech Republic’s Foreign
Minister for her efforts in Holocaust education.
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- THE DAFFODIL PROJECT

Resilient, bright and filled with hope, these daffodils are
part of the world-wide Living Holocaust Memorial that
- aspires to plant 1.5 million daffodils in memory
- of the 1.5 million children who perished in the Holocaust
and for children who suffer in humanitarian crises
around the world today

~ "How cana person... not be moved by compassion? =
And above all, how can anyone who remembers B =
- remain silent?" - Elie Wiesel g

www.daffodilproject.net
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THE DAFFOUDIL PROJECT

THE DAFFODIL PROJECT aspires to build a worldwide Living to build a

MEMORIAL GARDEN DEDICATION worldwide Living Holocaust Memorial by planting 1.5 million daffodils in
memory of the 1.5 million children who were murdered during the Holocaust

and in support for children suffering in humanitarian crises around the world.

KATZ SOCIAL HALL To date 180,000 daffodils have been planted. The Yellow daffodil bloom is
reminiscent of the Yellow Star that Jews were forced to wear during the Holo-

WELCOME Rabbi Mark Zimmerman caust. The daffodils are symbolic because they are resilient and return with a
burst of color and energy each spring, reminding us that life is eternal.

THE DAFFODIL PROJECT Andrea Videlefsky

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER Nadine Becker

A HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR’S STORY Ilse Eichner Reiner

DAFFODIL GARDEN SITE - CBS FRONT ENTRANCE CIRCLE

INSTRUCTIONS/BIOS AVAILABLE

RECOGNITION OF CBS TWINNING PARTICIPANTS Lily Stoumen

Hannah Shapiro
BLESSING IN MEMORIAM Rabbi Mark Zimmeman
PLANTING OF DAFFODILS

A special thank you to Rabbi Zimmerman, Joel Axler, Jeff Budd, Vera
Newman, Linda Zimmerman, The CBS Board, The Torah Restoration
Committee, the CBS Religious School, Loli Gross and Helene Urbaitel for
their assistance and enthusiasm to add CBS to the worldwide Daffodil
Project by planting a memorial garden on site.

The Daffodil Project raises awareness for and supports Holocaust
Education and “Kids for Kids”, “Raising South Sudan” and “Agahozo
Shalom”, organizations helping children and families in remote villages in
Darfur, South Sudan and Rwanda.

www.daffodilproject.net



